[Calcium, magnesium, fluoride, and phosphorus content in antlers and skull bones of roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) in relation to age].
This study was undertaken to compare calcium, magnesium, fluoride, and phosphorus content in antlers and skull bones of roe deer in relation to their age and habitat. The study was done in 22 samples originating from two Forestry Districts of West Pomerania. The study population was divided into two age groups: young animals (aged 1-2 years) and mature animals (aged 4-8 years). Calcium and magnesium was measured with atomic absorption spectrometry, phosphorus with a spectrophotometric method, and fluoride with an ion-selective electrode. Statistical analysis demonstrated differences in the content of the elements depending on age and environmental pollution. Correlations between the content of elements in skull bones and antlers were found.